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A 
DECLARATION 


of the Lords and Commons Afſſem- 


bled in PaRLIAMENT, 
concerning the 


EXCISE. 


ESE H E Lords and Commons aſſembled 
B in Parliament, taking notice of 
the many Tumults and great Ri- 
ots, which have of late happened, 
and beene privily Gamer is ſe- 
verall parts of the Kingdome a- 

ainſt the Recepts and Colle&iong, 
of the Exciſe, by L ſeeret and fubtile delignes and 
praRiſes of Malignants, and ork, who |by their ws 

2 


—_ —woA ww 


(2) 
and fained prerences doe endeavcur to breede a miſun- 
derſtanding , and impatience in the Pecple ; have for 
the berrer manifeſiing of rhe Juſiice of their proceed- 
ing, and realty of their intentions thought ft comake 
this Declaration tothe whole Kingdone, 
| L} © as — did ”w cou _ drawne th:m 
to refolve upon this impoliion, bnt the preſervari- 
' on of this Kinedowe.the Religion, Lawes Ly Liber- 
tics rrom utter ruine, and diltrution , all which at 
that time was threatned by the reſtlefſe, and cruel! de- 
lignes, praQtizes, and treacheries of Papiſts and Ma- 
lignant perfans , ſo they could then finde no other 
meane?, after the well-affefted had ſo willingly borne 
ſo many great Levies, which the Malignants had en- 
deavored by all cunning wayes to evade, how any lon- 
ger tO maintaine the Parliament forces, and other 
great affaires of the Common Wealth, and to draw 
in the Malignants, and Neutrals to beare their pro- 
portionall parts of the charge , then by ſome ſuch 
conftarit ,' and indifferent way 3 And what great 'dif- 
ficultics expences, and charges, the faid Lords and 
Commons have by the Receipt and credit of the Ex- 
cize with ſome other helpes as occalion did require, 
beene enabled ever ſince, through Geds bleſſing to 
overcome . and nnintaine by continually keeping on 
foot ſo many ſeverall Armies as they were by the 
Kings party in Armes againit the Parliament, enforc- 
ed to rayſe in divers parts of the Kingdome by main- 
tainirg ſo many Gariſons by relieving of Ireland 
from time to time when-other fapplies could not be 
eimely raiſed , by ſatisfying our Brethren of Scotland 
in part 3 is by this time ſo evident to the whole King- 
dome, that they hope no well affefted perſon can , 
or will looke back upon what hee hath contributed 
in. this way for his part, with any regret, or repi- 

aig, as iftheſame had, or can be fraiclefle ro him, 


or 


(3) 
or his prereggg 3 And forthe prefent . contiunance of 
this Leavy, when it ſhall be confidered for what 
great ſinmmes, and ro how many wellaftefted perſons 
they have already engaged the Exciſe for Monies bor- 
rowed and juſtly due unto them, whar — 
muſt yer be at before they can ſerele chis Kingdome, 
what charges are requiſite to reduce the Kingdome 
&f Ireland , and what great engagements do other- 
- wiſe Ne upon'rhe Parliament for many ſupplies and 
ſervices, for (arisfying whereof the publique Faith, 
and Honour of the Parliament, and Kingdome is en- 
gaged , they are confident that no well-atte&ed, or 
underſtand ng on can, or will delire, or ex- 
peR char this Leavy , whict they till finde the moſt 
equall and indifferent courſe to go through ſo many 
c _— —_ bs, w_ the —_— is 
thus ly en ave fo many - preflin 
ooalions By Montes for the necefſa radhog _d 
reſervation of the Kingdome ; And therefore the 
Kid Lords and Commons Afﬀembled in Parliament, 
do hereby declare to the whole Kingdom thac th 
ſhall, and doexpeRt that all perſons rn 
daely pay all ſammes of Money impoſed by any Or- 
dinance of Parliament by way'of Exciſe upon all, and 
every the Commodities, Marehandizes , aud things 
therein mentioned, and compriſed, and that the ſame 
Ordinances ſhall be duely obſerved according to the 
Rules therein preſcribed untill further Order of bock 
Houſes of roar ; A the ſaid _ and 
Commons do ire all' perſons to yeild all 
ready obedience , contiontty and nal act x 
ingly as they tender the honoar of the Parliament, the 
welfare of the Kingdom , -and #s they would approve 
themſelves well affeted to both. 
And wee the faid Lords and Commons Aﬀembled 
in .Partiament, ro manifeſt our conſtant and f{incere 


in- 
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intentions, in -the continuance of this receipt of the 
Exciſe, doe hereby declare, that as hitherto the Re+ 
venue thereof hath been wholie imployed for the Pub- 
lique uſes and occaſions ' of the Kingdome, and di- 
verted to no private uſe whatſoever , ſo they are ſtill 
reſolved to diſpoſe thereof in theſame publique and 
neceſſary ſervices of the Common-wealth onely, and 
{hall no longer continue this charge upon the SubjeR * 
then they ſhall finde the vn. affaires wherewich 
they are intruſted neoef{arily to require the ſame; And 
when it {hall pleaſe God by the continuance of his 
mercy, to enable them to fertle the Peace of the King- 
dome, and to. overcome the engagements thereof in 
ſome good meaſure , they ſhall then make it apreare to 
the whole World, how much more ready they are to 
eaſe the People of this charge, then they were willin 
at firſt to impoſe the ſame. In the meanetime, mw, 
to the end that they may give all poſlible eaſe to the 
People, where the nature of ſuch a Leavie, and the 
juſt and moſt indifferent Rules, which muſt neceſſart- 
ly be aſed and obſerved in the rayſing of the ſame, will 
admit thereof. 

They have for the better regulation of this Re- 
ceipt and for reſtreyning of Arbitrary and Exorbitant 
power, reſolved for. the preſent on the Inſtructions 
and Rulcs enſuing 3; And doe hereby require the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe , their Sub-Commiſſioners 
and all other their Collefors and under Officers duely 
to obſerve the ſame., and according as they the ſaid 
Lords and Commons ſhall further diſcover any further 
inconveniency or preaſures: upon the . People in- the 
leavying of the Exciſe ; It ſhallbe their continuall 
care to finde out ſuch fitting remedies for the eaſe of 
them, and removing of all juſt grievances as ſhall be 
a ſufficient teſtinony to the whole Kingdome, how 


ready they are to anſwer the great truſt _—__ in 
then 


" 


them, and to let the People enjoy the long expeRed 
fruits of their great expences and contributions: - - - 
And the ſaid Lords and: Commons doe hereby fur- 
ther declare, and Ordaine , . that for the better and due 
puniſhment of all ſuch Tumults, Riots; and unlaw- 
full Ademblies ; All Juſtices of the Peace, Sheriffes, 
Mayors, - Bailiffes , and all other his Maie{ties Oftczrs 
within che Kingdome of Erg!and , and Dominion of 


' Waler, as well within Libertics as without,within their 


ſeverall Counties, Liberties, aud Jurjsditions reſpe- 
&ively , doe from cime to time nuke diligent inquiry 
of all Tumults,Riots, & other unlawtull Aſſemblies as 
have been , or for time to come ſhall be made,done, 
orcommitted againſt the ſaid Commilſoners of Excite, 
their Sub-Commitlioners or any of their Othcers, or 
others in their aide and aſſiſtance in the ex:cution of 
the ſeverall Ordinances of Exciſe, and all ſach perſons 
as have or ſhall make or cauſe ſuch Tumalts, or Riots, 
to apprehend, and to commit to priſon andto puniſh 
according to Law. 

And in cafe any Tumule, or Riot be hereafter at» 
terapted, or ated againit the ſaid Commillioners of 
Exciſe, their Sub-Commitſioners, Colle&ors or Of- 
ficers, or others in their aide, and' aſſiſtance. It is 
hereby further Ordained and declared, that for the ber- 
ter aiding and aſſiſting, the ſaid CommitTioners of Ex- 
ciſe, their ſeverall Sub-Commillioners , Othcers, and 
others in their aide and aſſiſtance, in purſuance of the 
aid Ordinances of Parliament for the levying of Ex- 
ciſe z All Sheriffes, Deputie-Licutenants, Juktices of 
the Peace, Mayors, Baylifts , Conſtables, Headbo- 
roughs, and all other his Majeſties Officers in their ſe 
yerall Counties , Liberties , and Jurisditions. All 
Colonells, Captaines, Officers and Souldiers, and all 
other his Majeſties Subjets , be aiding and aſliſting 
from time to time upon notice to them given for the 


lup- 


(6) 
mp of all ſuch Tamules, Riots; and unlawiull 
Atſemblies, and in ding and bringing tocon- 
digne puniſhment, all fuch Rioters and Otienders ac- 
cording to Law. . And in ayding and aſliſting the ſaid 

oners their Sub Commiſſioners and Officers, 
and others in their aide and aſſiſtance in execution of 
the ſaid Ordinances for Exciſe. And all ſuch as ſhall 
be fo aiding and afliting, ſhall be defended and ſaved 
harmeleſſeand indempn Authority of beth Hou- 
fes of Parliament. 


Die 


© | DieLune22 Febr, 1646. © | 
Additionall Inſtrutions concerning 
os the Excize, :.- | 


I. 

Hat no Excize, .or Arreares of any Excize, 

due 'for any goods Excizeable, conſumed 

or ſpent, be henceforth Demanded , Lea- 

vied,, or Colletted by any, Officer or Col- 
leftor of Excize, dueby any perſon before ſuch time 
as the Ordinances of Excize have or ſhall begin to be 
putin Execution an the ſeverall Counties or Citics: 
orany part of the ſaid Counties. | 


Ih 

| That no Excſe, or any Arreares of Exciſe, be 
from henceforth Demanded, Leavied,, or ColleGed, 
by any Officer or Colle&or of Excize, for any Ex- 
cizethat did grow due by any perſon, for any Goods 
withio any County, City, Towne, or Place, during 
the time ſuch County, City, Towne, or Place, were 
under the poweroof the-Enemy, > 


| III, 
- |: That the Excize ot Ale and Beere be rayſed 


wad leavied upon the _— of. this Kingdome, as 
| - 


(8) 
| = rd by the ſeverall C_—_— 
atliamtiens, e Railings &= 
ingebereols and:not by. y of Pal, or otherwiſe, 
it be-wlecre ay pe perſons have, 6r 


ſhall attheirowne deſir des and for 
ſuch time onely , 2 as radng (fl rear conſent 


writing, £0 d bythe Pall or otherwiſe 
Ea rwkry "7c 9-003 8 lai Yd Houſes. aud. 
i by themſclvesand family within their own 
oules. 


- e117 AI. fron 
Thar upoj —_— maele, upon Que bh y 
ce Juſtices-of Pexct.ob xapCoimty ofehi E, 
Ps nt wma Baylideor dike Offer; i any 
Ci ak Towns Oerporaney of the K ome: of 
Beclindor Dominion of Wales, Thadthe Sub-Com-- 
miſſfibaersobRxcize, theirQtfioers or Servants, op 


of them , under. coleuy:or protexr: of: Cooke 
them repoſed , and power given = ſeverall Or- 
fave or 


— - —— I lag iciem 
_ t cople; exattng or com cm: 
p'more ar greater ſunimes: of \Meneys then-is 
appbienes: by- the ſeverall: Ordinanves - off Excize-3i 
or 'Fine and Impriſon,; contrary-tothe-ſaidi Ordinan-: 
ces', or to- have' canvereed orimployed. the: Money: 
by them colletted;.to ther vine uſes;.or to; _— 
uſe then is appointed''by-thefaid-Ordinanees \,. 
otherwiſe abuſe the ſaid Truſts and Power Seek 
them That the ſaid Jultites, Mayors, Bayliffs, and 
Chiefe Officers,.. have Avithwrityz.and are Te- 
quired, to” — ane! 
tQ 


"EEE 4 1,508 
eo Sxamine” the Wirneſſts npon Omth ,, giving worlke 
to/the Parties ; of the time-off examining the: faid 
Witneſſes; -and' the Exammarions © taken _ 
Oxth-, rofeidupinwriting; ſled up; and ſubſcribe 
by the hand of the Juſtice of Peace; or other <hicfe 
Officer, before whom the ſaid Examinations ſhall be 
taken from time to time, within twenty daies after 
t - Cottiplatreniade ro both or either Houſe of Par- 
Iement; orto che Committeeof Eotds and Commons 
for regufarmgrhe Excize, fitting at the Starre Cham- 
ber Peſ#nrirfter, whor ſhall md will proceed' to the 
conſideration of the ſaid Offences, and to the fevere 
and due puniſhment of the ſaid Offendors , as to Ju- 
fics:(hallappartpine 


V. 

That in caſe any, Juſtice of Peace, Deputy 
Lievtenant, or any of the Committees within the ſc- 
verall Counties of this Kingdome ſhall refuſe, or wil- 
fully negle& to pay the Exciſe by them due and pay- 
able, and to contorme to the orders and direttions 
in the ſeveral! Ordinances of Exciſe, or that ſhall 
affront, or publikelyzahuſt theſaiq Sub-commiſſioners 
of Exciſe,. or their Officers within the ſaid reſpeCtive 
Counties.. in the execution of their ſeverall duties and 
places according to the Ordinances of Exciſe : That. 
the Deputy Lievtenants, Juſtices of the Peace, May- 
ors, Bayliftes, or other chiefe Officers within the ſaid 
Counties, Cities, and places , or any of them, upon 
notice and requeſt to them made by the faid Sub- 
commiſlioners, or any of them, doe examine the ſame 


upewmOath, and: thereof within-rwenty dayecs — 


(10 | 
in writing the ſaid Houles Lp Parliament; or either of 
them, or the Committee of Lords and Commons for 
regulating the Excize, who will proceed thereupon 
againſt ſuch perſons as to juſtice ſha]l appertaiae accor- 


ding tq thcir demerits, + 
E , { "i 
That na perſon taking Almes or ColleQion, ſhall 
becompelled to pay Excize for any Ale or Beere, that 


is, Or {hall be brewed in their owne houſes, and con- 
ſumed by themſelves and family within their owne 


houſes. 


Toh. Brown Clr. Parliamentornm. 


